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Statement of relevancy 



Japanese patent publication (koukai) No. 9-217200 (published on August 19, 1997). 

This publication discloses an apparatus for an anodic treatment for aluminum or 
aluminum alloy. The apparatus comprises an electrode bath 1, a cathode 3, a mask socket 
6, a nozzle 8. The electrode bath 1 includes an electrode 2 and the cathode 3. A 
component 4 is connected to an anode 5, and is held in the electrode 2 by the mask socket 
6. The electrode bath 1 receives the nozzle 8 having a slit hole 7 at its bottom portion. 
The nozzle 8 is rotatable by a rotor 9 in order to provide an even anodic film on a surface 
of the component. 

However, only a top surface of the component, i.e. piston, is anodized; There is no 
disclosure that an annular surface is sealed by first and second seal members, and that a 
reaction chamber is bounded by the annular surface, the seal members and an inner 
surface of the container. 
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